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Certain embodiments of the invention may include systems,
methods, and apparatus for a low rate PHY structure. Accord-
ing to an example embodiment of the invention, a method is
provided for generating a low rate PHY structure with low
overhead. The method may include generating a preamble
comprising one or more training fields; generating a data
field; grouping the preamble and the data field into a low rate
PHY structure; and converting the low rate PHY structure for
wireless transmission over a hardware transmission medium.
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SYSTEMS, METHODS, AND APPARATUS FOR
A LOW RATE PHY STRUCTURE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is related to Provisional Application Ser.
No. 61/526,917, filed on Aug. 24, 2011, entitled: “Methods
and Techniques for Low Rate PHY Structure,” the contents of
which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD

This invention generally relates to wireless communica-
tion systems, and in particular, to systems, methods, and
apparatus for a low rate PHY structure in Wi-Fi communica-
tions.

BACKGROUND

The physical layer is the first and lowest layer in the seven-
layer open systems interconnection (OSI) model of computer
networking, and it provides certain communication founda-
tions for wireless communications using the IEEE 802.11
standards, IEEE Std. 802.11-2007, published in 2007. The
implementation of the physical layer is often termed PHY;
however, the physical layer itself includes the basic hardware
transmission technologies of a network, and defines how raw
bits are transmitted over a network. The bit stream may be
grouped into code words or symbols and converted to a physi-
cal signal for transmission over a hardware transmission
medium. The physical layer provides an electrical, mechani-
cal, and procedural interface to the transmission medium,
including the broadcast frequencies and the modulation
schemes.

Wireless connectivity for computers is now well-estab-
lished and virtually all new laptops contain a Wi-Fi capability.
Of the wireless local area network (WL AN) solutions that are
available, the IEEE 802.11 standard, often termed Wi-Fi, has
become the de-facto standard. By using the IEEE 802.11
standards, system operating speeds of around 54 Mbps are
commonplace and Wi-Fi is able to compete well with wired
systems. Wi-Fi hotpots are in common use, and they allow
communications without cable connections. Some of the
established IEEE 802.11 standards may provide wireless con-
nectivity for common devices such as laptops and smart-
phones. However, high bandwidth communications protocols
may not be ideal for Internet connectivity with certain
devices, such as small, battery-powered sensors that may
have limited battery capacity, that may require extended wire-
less link ranges, or that do not need to communicate at high
data rates.

The IEEE 802.11ah task group was recently formed to
provide an orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing
(OFDM) system operating in the 1 GHz and lower bands. One
of the goals of the IEEE 802.11ah task group is to reuse the
IEEE 802.11n/ac system with new features that meet certain
criteria, including long range, low data rate service (for long-
range sensors, for example). Therefore, systems having band-
widths of approximately 1 to 16 MHz are being investigated
for use with IEEE 802.11ah. These bandwidths may be pro-
vided by down-clocking the IEEE 802.11ac system; however,
not all of the requirements for providing service may be met
without additional modifications to the IEEE 802.11ac PHY
structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Reference will now be made to the accompanying figures
and flow diagrams, which are not necessarily drawn to scale,
and wherein:
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an 802.11ac PHY payload.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an illustrative low rate PHY
preamble and payload, according to an example embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an 802.11ac L-SIG field.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of example repeated L-STF and
L-LTF fields for a binary phase shift keying (BPSK) modu-
lation coding scheme according to an example embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of example repeated L-STF and
L-LTF fields for quadrature phase shift keying modulation
(QPSK) coding scheme according to an example embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 6 shows an example packet structure for a low rate
PHY for BPSK, according to an example embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 7 shows an example packet structure for a low rate
PHY for QPSK, according to an example embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 8 isablock diagram of a low rate PHY transceiver and
communications system, according to an example embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of an example method, according
to an example embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the invention will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which embodiments of the invention are shown. This inven-
tion may, however, be embodied in many different forms and
should not be construed as limited to the embodiments set
forth herein; rather, these embodiments are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will fully
convey the scope of the invention to those skilled in the art.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth. However, it is understood that embodiments of the
invention may be practiced without these specific details. In
other instances, well-known methods, structures and tech-
niques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure
an understanding of this description. References to “one
embodiment,” “an embodiment,” “example embodiment,”
“various embodiments.” etc., indicate that the embodiment(s)
of the invention described may include a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic, but not every embodiment neces-
sarily includes the particular feature, structure, or character-
istic. Further, repeated use of the phrase “in one embodiment”
does not necessarily refer to the same embodiment, although
it may.

As used herein, unless otherwise specified, the use of the
ordinal adjectives “first,” “second,” “third,” etc., to describe a
common object, merely indicates that different instances of
like objects are being referred to, and are not intended to
imply that the objects so described must be in a given
sequence, either temporally, spatially, in ranking, or in any
other manner.

Certain embodiments of the invention may include sys-
tems, methods, and apparatus for a low rate PHY structure.
According to an example embodiment of the invention, a
method is provided for generating a low rate PHY structure
with low overhead. The method may include generating a
preamble comprising one or more training fields; generating
a data field; grouping the preamble and the data field into a
low rate PHY structure that is compatible with an IEEE
802.11ac PHY structure; and converting the low rate PHY
structure for wireless transmission over a hardware transmis-
sion medium.
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According to an example embodiment of the invention, a
system is provided. The system may include one or more
sensing or information devices; one or more antennas; at least
one memory for storing data and computer-executable
instructions; and at least one processor configured to access
the at least one memory and the one or more sensing or
information devices. The at least one processor is further
configured to execute the computer-executable instructions
for: generating a preamble comprising one or more training
fields; generating a data field comprising information associ-
ated with the one or more sensing or information devices;
grouping the preamble and the data field into a low rate PHY
structure; and converting the low rate PHY structure into a
physical signal for wireless transmission over a hardware
transmission medium, wherein the hardware transmission
medium comprises at least one of the one or more antennas.

Example embodiments may include an apparatus. The
apparatus may include at least one memory for storing data
and computer-executable instructions; and at least one pro-
cessor configured to access the at least one memory. The at
least one processor is further configured to execute the com-
puter-executable instructions for: generating a preamble
comprising one or more training fields; generating a data field
comprising information associated with the one or more sens-
ing or information devices; grouping the preamble and the
data field into a low rate PHY structure; and converting the
low rate PHY structure into a physical signal for wireless
transmission over a hardware transmission medium.

Certain embodiments of the invention may enable a new
physical layer implementation (PHY) structure within an
open systems interconnection model (OSI model) for detec-
tion and reception associated with certain wireless commu-
nications protocols. Example embodiments may enable cer-
tain increased range requirements, for example, for use in
wirelessly connecting long-range sensors to the Internet.
Example embodiments may enable reduced power require-
ments for wireless communication, for example, with bat-
tery-powered devices. According to example embodiments,
certain requirement goals associated with the IEEE 802.11ah
wireless communication standard may be enabled. Example
embodiments may include a new preamble structure for the
long-range portion of the IEEE 802.11ah specification.
Example embodiments may allow reuse or re-purposing of
certain hardware.

Example embodiments may modify the IEEE 802.11ac
PHY to provide lower clock rates. However, PHY structure,
according to the IEEE 802.11ac specification, may not
include a sufficiently long enough preamble to detect devices
at longer ranges. Simply repeating the data portion of the
payload may not allow the receiver to function properly since
the preamble may not be sufficiently long enough for quality
acquisition, timing and channel estimation. Using spread
spectrum technologies (such as code division multiple
access) may provide certain benefits for acquisition, timing,
and channel estimation at the lower clock rates, but such
technologies may require a different PHY and may not allow
complete reuse of the OFDM hardware that may be required
for the other modes of IEEE802.11ah.

In accordance with an example embodiment, a preamble
structure is created for the long range portion (also referred to
as low rate PHY) of the IEEE 802.11ah system. Example
embodiments may allow sufficient detection and reception of
the payload, in addition to repetition in the data portion of the
payload. The payload may use OFDM signals to allow reuse
of' hardware. Additionally, the structure may include an addi-
tional option for the preamble to allow additional reuse of the
hardware.
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Data that may be used to configure the receiver or to convey
the payload structure in the preamble portion may cause a
great deal of overhead in long-range signals. This is because
long-range signals may require repetition of the data to allow
acceptable detection probability. Thus, any reduction in the
signaling that is required to make the receiver aware of the
payload contents may be beneficial to the overall system
performance. According to an example embodiment, the
overhead associated with the preamble may be minimized.

As an example, if an IEEE 802.11ah system with a down-
clocking of % requires a repetition factor to be 4 to meet the
required detection probability, the legacy signal field (L-SIG)
which takes 4*8=32 [Js would require four times as long
(4%32=128 [s).

FIG. 1 shows the payload 100 for an IEEE 802.11ac sys-
tem. As can be seen, the preamble includes a legacy short
training field (L-STF) 102, a legacy long training field
(L-LTF) 104, a legacy signal field (L-SIG) 106, a very high
throughput signal field A (VHT-SIG-A) 108, a very high
throughput short training field (VHT-STF) 110, very high
throughput long training fields (VHT-LTFs) 112, a very high
throughput signal field B (VHT-SIG-B) 114, followed by the
data 116.

Ifthe IEEE 802.11ac system, as shown in FIG. 1, were just
down-clocked to meet the 802.11ah bandwidth requirements,
the overhead for a low rate PHY would be the L-SIG 106,
VHT-SIG-A 108, VHT-STF 110, VHT-LTF 112 and VHT-
SIG-B 114. According to an example embodiment, this over-
head (which in an IEEE 802.11ac system may take 24 [Js)
may be unnecessary for use in an IEEE 802.11ah system. As
an example, if the IEEE 802.11ac system were down-clocked
by Y4 to fit the bandwidth requirements of the IEEE 802.11ah
system, there would be 152 [Js associated with such over-
head. In addition, more time may be required, since detection
at a long range may be required for the low rate PHY portion.
If we again assume a 4x repetition to meet the detection
requirements, the total overhead could be 152%4=608 [Js. A
significant savings in overhead may be achieved with
example embodiments of the invention, as compared with a
simple down-clocked IEEE 802.11ac system. Furthermore,
even if the IEEE 802.11ac system were modified to remove
the fields after the L-SIG 106, an additional advantage of
saving 4*8%4=128 [Js may be achieved in example embodi-
ments of the invention.

According to certain example aspects of the invention, the
low rate PHY may provide single stream support for binary
phase shift keying (BPSK) modulation coding schemes and
quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK) modulation schemes
or modulation rates, and may extend the range of operation.
According to an example embodiment, the overhead fields
after the L-SIG 106 may not be required. According to an
example embodiment, the L-SIG 106 field may be omitted as
well.

FIG. 2 depicts a low rate PHY preamble 200, according to
an example embodiment. In an example embodiment, the low
rate PHY preamble 200 may include a low rate short training
field (LR-STF) 202 followed by a low rate long training field
(LR-LTF) 204, and then followed by data 206. According to
an example embodiment, no signal fields or additional train-
ing fields may be needed. According to an example embodi-
ment, the additional training fields may not be necessary since
there may be no need for multi-stream transmissions for the
low rate PHY.

FIG. 3 depicts an allocation of the L-SIG field 300 (which
may also correspond to 106 of FIG. 1). The L-SIG 300
includes a rate field 302, a reserved bit 304, a length field 306,
a parity bit 308, and signal tail bits 310. According to an
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example embodiment, in order to remove the L.-SIG 300 from
the overhead of the preamble (as discussed above), such
information may be conveyed to the receiver by other means,
for example, by the LR-STF 202, the LR-LTF 204, or the data
206 fields as shown in FIG. 2.

According to an example embodiment, the rate field 302
may be replaced or represented by 1 bit to represent either
BPSK or QPSK, which, according to an example embodi-
ment, may be the only two modulation schemes used for the
low rate PHY. In an example embodiment, such information
may be conveyed to the receiver by other means, for example,
by the LR-STF 202, the LR-LTF 204, or the data 206 fields as
shown in FIG. 2. According to an example embodiment, even
providing an indication of the modulation scheme with a
representation of the rate field 302 may be unnecessary, and
may be omitted or removed.

According to an example embodiment, if the L-SIG field is
not needed then the reserved bit 304 is also not needed.
According to an example embodiment, the information pro-
vided in the length field 306 may be needed because it may be
used to tell other devices to stay off the airwaves. According
to an example embodiment, the length field 306 information
may be conveyed in the data field portion of the payload (for
example, 206 of FIG. 2). In an example embodiment, such
conveyance using the data field may be justified since, in the
low data rate sensor application, the probability of two
devices being awake and on the air transmitting/receiving at
the same time is extremely small, on the order of 0.01%, for
example. According to example embodiments, sensors for
which embodiments of low rate PHY are likely to be utilized,
typically are very low power devices that have extremely low
duty cycles. Even with many sensors (on the order of 100s)
which have small bursts of data to transmit, the likelihood that
two devices are awake at the same time is very low. According
to an example embodiment, other devices may not see the
transmission so the length field in the L-SIG for deferral
information may not be needed.

Continuing in reference to FIG. 3 again, the parity bit 308
may not be needed if there is no signal field. Finally, the signal
tail 310, which normally requires 6 bits to flush the encoder,
may be unnecessary if there is no information being transmit-
ted with the L-SIG field.

According to an example embodiment, certain legacy
fields may include information that will need to be retained in
the new low rate PHY for certain signaling. For example, the
modulation and coding scheme (MCS) signaling and data rate
signaling may need to be conveyed in the new PHY structure.
According to example embodiments, the low rate PHY may
only need to convey two MCSs: BPSK and QPSK, both using
code rate 3. Thus, according to an example embodiment, only
two modes may need to be detected or signaled to the receiver.
According to an example embodiment, the current IEEE
802.11ac fields may be reused as much as possible. Accord-
ing to an example embodiment, an overlay sequence may be
used for the repetition for the LR-LTF and/or the LR-STF. For
example, if it assumed the range requirement of the low rate
mode is such that a repetition of 4 is required, then, according
to an example embodiment, the BPSK mode may repeat the
L-LTF and send 4 L-LTF sequences. Similarly, according to
an example embodiment, the BPSK mode may repeat the
L-STF and send 4 L-STF sequences. An example of this
embodiment is depicted in FIG. 4.

Inthe case of the QPSK mode, and according to an example
embodiment, the sequence may consist of repeated L-LTF
and L-STF, but the 4x repetition to meet range requirements
may include alternating the sequences by negating every
other repetition of L-LTF 502. This example embodiment is
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depicted in FIG. 5. In this manner, integration at the receiver
of the total sequence may result in one of the modulations
(BPSK or QPSK) being zero depending on the sequence the
receiver is correlation against.

According to an example embodiment, once the LR-LTF is
processed, the receiver may then have knowledge of the
modulation that was used in the payload portion of the packet.
This may remove the need for the L-SIG field which, in this
example, may remove significant overhead. As noted, the data
portion of the payload may include the information for length.
This approach also reuses blocks of the IEEE 802.11ac
receiver by reusing the L-L’TF and L-STF fields.

FIGS. 6 and 7 represent example packet structures for a low
rate PHY for BPSK and QPSK, respectively, according to
example embodiments of the invention. In these example
embodiments, the low rate PHY packet structures may
include repeated L-STF fields to make up the LR-STF field.
Forthe BPSK embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the LR-LTF field
may include repeated L-LTF fields. For the QPSK embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 7, alternating L-LTF fields may be
negated, as discussed previously. According to an example
embodiment, the alternating negating of the L-LTF fields may
allow the receiver to determine the modulation coding
scheme via correlation without needing to use overhead to
signal the coding scheme.

In accordance with another example embodiment, new
signals could be defined for the L-LTF to allow signaling of
the modulation. Such a waveform could be a PN-code, where
two orthogonal, or nearly orthogonal, codes are used, one for
each modulation. In this case, and according to an example
embodiment, detection may be achieved by correlating
against the two different codes.

Referring again to FIGS. 4-7, and according to example
embodiments, the L-STF and/or L-LTF fields may include a
single instance, or may be repeated as necessary to meet range
requirements.

FIG. 8 depicts a block diagram of a low rate PHY trans-
ceiver and communications system 800, according to an
example embodiment of the invention. In an example
embodiment, the system 800 may be utilized for wirelessly
communicating with an access point 830, either directly, via
a wireless network 824, or among other modem/transceivers
826, 828 associated with the wireless network 824.

According to an example embodiment, the system 800 may
include a modem 802 that may provide input from a sensing
or information device 822, and may provide output informa-
tion via the input/output 808, or via a radio frequency trans-
ceiver 810. According to an example embodiment, the sens-
ing or information device 822 could include a computer, a
laptop, a switch, a detector, a myriad of sensor types, etc.
According to an example embodiment, the radio frequency
transceiver 810 may connect to one or more internal antennas.
According to an example embodiment, the radio frequency
transceiver 810 may connect to one or more external anten-
nas, which according to example embodiments, may or may
not be considered an integral component of the modem 802.

According to example embodiments, the modem 802 ofthe
system 800 may perform the basic functions associated with
communicating information from the sensing or information
device 822 to the access point 830 or other modem/transceiv-
ers 826, 828 in the wireless network 824. According to an
example embodiment, the modem 802 may include a memory
804, processor(s) 806, an input/output port 808, and a radio
frequency transceiver 810. According to an example embodi-
ment, the memory 804 may include an operating system 812
or microprocessor-readable instructions. In an example
embodiment, the memory 804 may include and handle data
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814. According to an example embodiment, the memory may
include buffers 818. According to certain example embodi-
ments, at least a portion of the memory 804 may be utilized as
asampler 816. In an example embodiment, the sampling may
be considered as hardware related and may be considered to
be handled by processor(s) 806. In an example embodiment,
the memory 804 may include a section dedicated to the PHY
structure 820. In an example embodiment, the PHY structure
820 may be handled by processor(s) 806.

An example method 900 for generating a low rate PHY
structure with low overhead will now be described with ref-
erence to the flow diagram of FIG. 9. The method 900 starts in
block 902, and according to an example embodiment includes
generating a preamble comprising one or more training fields.
Inblock 904, the method 900 includes generating a data field.
Inblock 906, the method 900 includes grouping the preamble
and the data field into a low rate PHY structure. In block 908,
the method 900 includes convening the low rate PHY struc-
ture into a physical signal for wireless transmission over a
hardware transmission medium. The method 900 ends after
block 908.

According to example embodiments, generating the one or
more training fields includes generating a low rate short train-
ing field (LR-STF), wherein the LR-STF includes at least one
legacy short training field (L-STF) and one or more repeti-
tions of the L-STF, wherein a number of repetitions of the
L-STF corresponds to range or sensitivity requirements of the
hardware transmission medium. According to example
embodiments, generating the one or more training fields
includes generating a low rate long training field (LR-LTF),
wherein the LR-LTF includes generating at least one legacy
long training field (L-LTF) and one or more repetitions of the
L-LTF, wherein a number of repetitions of the L-L'TF corre-
sponds to range or sensitivity requirements of the hardware
transmission medium. According to example embodiments,
grouping the preamble and data field provides a low rate PHY
structure that is compatible with an IEEE 802.11ah PHY
structure. According to example embodiments, generating
the data field includes conveying length field information in
the data field. According to example embodiments, grouping
the preamble and the data field into a low rate PHY structure
includes coding one or more modulation coding schemes into
the preamble, wherein the modulation coding schemes
include one or more of binary phase shift keying (BPSK) or
quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK), wherein coding one or
more modulation coding schemes into the preamble may
include selectively negating one or more alternating [.-LTF
fields.

Example embodiments may relate to the IEEE 802.11n/ac/
a/g specification, but may operate on a separate frequency.
Example embodiments may process the low rate PHY, utiliz-
ing systems based on the IEEE 802.11ac specification.

Example embodiments of the low rate PHY structure may
include a low rate PHY packet, which may include STF, LTF,
and data. For example, the PHY structure may be a creation of
a PHY layer packet for transmission.

Example embodiments include a system and an apparatus.
According to example embodiments, the system may include
one or more sensing or information devices and one or more
antennas. In example embodiments, the system and the appa-
ratus may include at least one memory for storing data and
computer-executable instructions; and at least one processor
configured to access the at least one memory and the one or
more sensing or information devices, and further configured
to execute the computer-executable instructions for: generat-
ing a preamble comprising one or more training fields; gen-
erating a data field comprising information associated with
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the one or more sensing or information devices; grouping the
preamble and the data field into a low rate PHY structure that
is compatible with an IEEE 802.11ac PHY structure; and
converting the low rate PHY structure into a physical signal
for wireless transmission over a hardware transmission
medium. According to certain example embodiments, the
hardware transmission medium may include at least one of
the one or more antennas.

According to example embodiments, the one or more train-
ing fields may include a low rate short training field (LR-
STF), wherein the LR-STF may include at least one legacy
short training field (L-STF) and one or more repetitions of the
L-STF, wherein a number of repetitions of the L-STF corre-
sponds to range or sensitivity requirements of the hardware
transmission medium. According to example embodiments,
the one or more training fields may include a low rate long
training field (LR-LTF), wherein the LR-LTF may include at
least one legacy long training field (L-LTF) and one or more
repetitions of the L-LTF, wherein a number of repetitions of
the L-LTF corresponds to range or sensitivity requirements of
the hardware transmission medium. According to example
embodiments, the data field may include length field infor-
mation. According to example embodiments, the preamble
may include one or more modulation coding schemes,
wherein the modulation coding schemes comprise one or
more of binary phase shift keying (BPSK) or quadrature
phase shift keying (QPSK). According to an example
embodiment, the one or more modulation coding schemes
may be coded into the preamble by selectively negating one or
more alternating L-LTF fields.

According to example embodiments, certain technical
effects may be provided, such as creating certain systems and
methods that may enable increased wireless range communi-
cations by connecting long-range sensors to a wireless net-
work. Example embodiments of the invention may provide
the further technical effects of providing systems and meth-
ods for reducing power requirements of devices connected to
a wireless network.

In example embodiments of the invention, the low rate
PHY transceiver and communications system 800 may
include any number of hardware and/or software applications
that are executed to facilitate any of the operations. In
example embodiments, one or more input/output interfaces
may facilitate communication between the low rate PHY
transceiver and communications system 800 and one or more
input/output devices. For example, a universal serial bus port,
a serial port, a disk drive, a CD-ROM drive, and/or one or
more user interface devices, such as a display, keyboard,
keypad, mouse, control panel, touch screen display, micro-
phone, etc., may facilitate user interaction with the low rate
PHY transceiver and communications system 800. The one or
more input/output interfaces may be utilized to receive or
collect data and/or user instructions from a wide variety of
input devices. Received data may be processed by one or
more computer processors as desired in various embodiments
of'the invention and/or stored in one or more memory devices.

One or more network interfaces may facilitate connection
of'the low rate PHY transceiver and communications system
800 inputs and outputs to one or more suitable networks
and/or connections, for example, the connections that facili-
tate communication with any number of sensors associated
with the system. The one or more network interfaces may
further facilitate connection to one or more suitable networks;
for example, a local area network, a wide area network, the
Internet, a cellular network, a radio frequency network, a
Bluetooth™ (owned by Telefonaktiebolaget LM Ericsson)
enabled network, a Wi-Fi™ (owned by Wi-Fi Alliance)
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enabled network, a satellite-based network, any wired net-
work, any wireless network, etc. for communication with
external devices and/or systems.

As desired, embodiments of the invention may include the
low rate PHY transceiver and communications system 800
with more or less of the components illustrated in FIG. 8.

Certain embodiments of the invention are described above
with reference to block and flow diagrams of systems and
methods and/or computer program products according to
example embodiments of the invention. It will be understood
that one or more blocks of the block diagrams and flow
diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and flow diagrams, respectively, may be implemented by
computer-executable program instructions. Likewise, some
blocks of the block diagrams and flow diagrams may not
necessarily need to be performed in the order presented, or
may not necessarily need to be performed at all, according to
some embodiments of the invention.

These computer-executable program instructions may be
loaded onto a general-purpose computer, a special-purpose
computer, a processor, or other programmable data process-
ing apparatus to produce a particular machine, such that the
instructions that execute on the computer, processor, or other
programmable data processing apparatus create means for
implementing one or more functions specified in the flow
diagram block or blocks. These computer program instruc-
tions may also be stored in a computer-readable memory that
may direct a computer or other programmable data process-
ing apparatus to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer-readable memory pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instruction means
that implement one or more functions specified in the flow
diagram block or blocks. As an example, embodiments of the
invention may provide for a computer program product, com-
prising a computer-usable medium having a computer-read-
able program code or program instructions embodied therein,
said computer-readable program code adapted to be executed
to implement one or more functions specified in the flow
diagram block or blocks. The computer program instructions
may also be loaded onto a computer or other programmable
data processing apparatus to cause a series of operational
elements or steps to be performed on the computer or other
programmable apparatus to produce a computer-imple-
mented process such that the instructions that execute on the
computer or other programmable apparatus provide elements
or steps for implementing the functions specified in the flow
diagram block or blocks.

Accordingly, blocks of the block diagrams and flow dia-
grams support combinations of means for performing the
specified functions, combinations of elements or steps for
performing the specified functions and program instruction
means for performing the specified functions. It will also be
understood that each block of the block diagrams and flow
diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and flow diagrams, may be implemented by special-purpose,
hardware-based computer systems that perform the specified
functions, elements or steps, or combinations of special-pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

While certain embodiments of the invention have been
described in connection with what is presently considered to
be the most practical and various embodiments, it is to be
understood that the invention is not to be limited to the dis-
closed embodiments, but on the contrary, is intended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements included
within the scope of the appended claims. Although specific
terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic and
descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
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This written description use examples to disclose certain
embodiments of the invention, including the best mode, and
also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice certain
embodiments of the invention, including making and using
any devices or systems and performing any incorporated
methods. The patentable scope of certain embodiments of the
invention is defined in the claims, and may include other
examples that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other
examples are intended to be within the scope of the claims if
they have structural elements that do not differ from the literal
language of the claims, or ifthey include equivalent structural
elements with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guage of the claims.

Realizations in accordance with the example embodiments
have been described in the context of particular embodiments.
These embodiments are meant to be illustrative and not lim-
iting. Many variations, modifications, additions, and
improvements are possible. Accordingly, plural instances
may be provided for components described herein as a single
instance. Boundaries between various components, opera-
tions and data stores are somewhat arbitrary, and particular
operations are illustrated in the context of specific illustrative
configurations. Other allocations of functionality are envi-
sioned and may fall within the scope of claim, that follow.
Finally, structures and functionality presented as discrete
components in the various configurations may be imple-
mented as a combined structure or component. These and
other variations, modifications, additions, and improvements
may fall within the scope of the invention as defined in the
claims that follow.

The claimed invention is:

1. An apparatus for use in association with wireless com-
munication, the apparatus comprising:

a modem to generate a preamble and a data field;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the modem is to convert the packet structure into a signal

for wireless transmission.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be modulated in

accordance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be coded with a

coding rate of one-half.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the apparatus further comprises a touch screen user inter-

face device, a sensing device, and a battery.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.
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7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

the modem further comprises:

at least one antenna;

a radio transceiver; and

at least one memory to store machine-executable
instructions that, when executed by a machine, result
in generation, at least in part, of the preamble and the
data field.

9. An apparatus for use in wireless communication, the
apparatus comprising:

a modem to receive a preamble and a data field in the

wireless communication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet

structure;

the receiver is to receive a signal that encodes, at least in

part, the packet structure.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are modulated in accor-

dance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are coded with a coding rate

of one-half.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the apparatus comprises a touch screen user interface

device, a sensing device, and a battery.

14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet

structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

15. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the modem further comprises:

at least one antenna;

a radio transceiver; and

at least one memory storing machine-executable
instructions that, when executed by a machine, result
in decoding, at least in part, of the preamble and the
data field.

16. At least one memory storing machine-executable
instructions that, when executed by a machine, result in
operations comprising:

generating by a modem a preamble and a data field for use

in wireless communication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;
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the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

17. The at least one memory of claim 16, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the modem is to convert the packet structure into a signal

for wireless transmission.

18. The at least one memory of claim 16, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be modulated in

accordance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

19. The at least one memory of claim 16, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be coded with a

coding rate of one-half.

20. The at least one memory of claim 16, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

21. At least one memory storing machine-executable
instructions that, when executed by a machine, result in
operations comprising:

transmitting a preamble and a data field in wireless com-

munication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

22. The at least one memory of claim 21, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the operations further comprise converting the packet

structure into a signal for wireless transmission.

23. The at least one memory of claim 21, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be modulated in

accordance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

24. The at least one memory of claim 21, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be coded with a

coding rate of one-half.

25. The at least one memory of claim 21, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.
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26. At least one memory storing machine-executable
instructions that, when executed by a machine, result in
operations comprising:

receiving a preamble and a data field in wireless commu-

nication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

27. The at least one memory of claim 26, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet

structure;

as received, the packet structure is encoded by a signal.

28. The at least one memory of claim 26, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are modulated in accor-

dance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

29. The at least one memory of claim 26, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are coded with a coding rate

of one-half.

30. The at least one memory of claim 26, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet

structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

31. A method for use in association with wireless commu-
nication, the method comprising:

generating by a modem a preamble and a data field for use

in the wireless communication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and

a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long

training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the

repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a

bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-

ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

32. The method of claim 31, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a

packet structure; and

the modem is to convert the packet structure into a signal

for wireless transmission.

33. The method of claim 31, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be modulated in

accordance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

34. The method of claim 31, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be coded with a

coding rate of one-half.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

14

35. The method of claim 31, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a
packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

36. A method for use in association with wireless commu-

nication, the method comprising:

transmitting a preamble and a data field in the wireless
communication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and
a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short
training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long
training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the
repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a
bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-
ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

37. The method of claim 36, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a
packet structure; and

the method further comprises converting the packet struc-
ture into a signal for wireless transmission.

38. The method of claim 26, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be modulated in
accordance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.

39. The method of claim 36, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be coded with a
coding rate of one-half.

40. The method of claim 36, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are to be comprised in a
packet structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.

41. A method for use in association with wireless commu-

nication, the method comprising:

receiving a preamble and a data field in the wireless com-
munication;

the preamble comprising a repeated short training field and
a repeated long training field;

the repeated short training field comprising only two short
training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field comprising only two long
training field repetitions;

the repeated long training field to immediately follow the
repeated short training field in the preamble;

when in operation, the wireless communication to have a
bandwidth of 1 megahertz and to use orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing;

the repeated short training field and the repeated long train-
ing field to permit detection at the bandwidth of 1 mega-
hertz.

42. The method of claim 41, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet
structure;

as received, the packet structure is encoded by a signal.

43. The method of claim 41, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are modulated in accor-
dance with:
binary phase shift keying; or
quadrature phase shift keying.
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44. The method of claim 41, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are coded with a coding rate
of one-half.

45. The method of claim 41, wherein:

the preamble and the data field are comprised in a packet 5
structure; and

the data field is repeated in the packet structure.
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